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New Board Members Elected

The following people have been elected as new NACOTA board members. They will serve
a two year term for 2006 and 2007. To read more about them, please go to NACOTA
webpage at www.nacota.org

Dr. Jack Dr. Mei Dr. Yingwu Mr. Xuesong  Dr. Ping Yi, Dr. Huaguo

Chiang, Chen, Fang, Wang, Ph.D. Faculty, U. Zhou, Research
Consultant Faculty, U. Engineer, Candidate, of Akron Associate, USF
Manager, of Kentucky VADOT UCF

NYDOT
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More Conference News
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< The 7th International Conference of

Chinese Transportation
Professionals will be held at Tongji
University in Shanghai, May 22-23,
2007 (details next page)

Transportation Professionals
Association annual meeting will be
held in Los Angeles, CA, May 26-28,
2007
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The 7™ International Conference of Chinese Transportation Professionals
May 21-22, 2007, Shanghai, China

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS

The 7th International Conference of Chinese Transportation
Professionals aims at bringing together Chinese researchers and
experts working in various transportation fields from different
countries to exchange research ideas and discuss critical issues
and concerns in transportation development. The conference will
be co-organized by Tongji University and North America China
Overseas Transportation Association (NACOTA).

Main Topics

The main theme of the conference is transportation development
and sustainability. This conference will address an array of issues
that are relevant to the Chinese transportation industry.
Presentations are invited on the following topics:

e Transportation Operations (Operations, Safety, Intelligent
Transportation, Facility Design)

e Transportation and Land Use (Sustainability, Environment,
and Energy Issues)

e Transportation Planning (Urban Transportation Planning,
Modeling, Systems, Networks)

e  Public Transportation (Transit, Bus Rapid Transit, Guided
Transportation)

e Transportation Infrastructure (Materials, Pavements,
Management Systems)

e Transportation Economics, Finance, and Policy
e Transportation Logistics

e Critical Issues in Transportation Development
e Others

Call for Abstracts and Papers

Authors are invited to submit abstracts that are relevant to the
topics indicated above. Abstracts will be reviewed and selected by
the conference technical committee based on quality and
relevance. The authors to be selected for presentations are
required to submit full papers to be included in the conference
proceedings.

Deadlines
The submissions of abstracts, full papers, and camera-ready
copies of papers should be completed by the following deadlines.

Full papers will be reviewed for selection to include in the
conference proceedings:

NACOTA Happenings

Submission of Abstracts: November 20, 2006
Announcement of Selected Abstracts: December 1, 2006
Submission of Full Papers: January 31, 2007
Announcement of Selected Full Papers: February 15, 2007

Submission of Camera-Ready Copies of Full Papers:
March 15, 2007

NACOTA Sponsorship

The conference will be sponsored by the International
Research Center for Transport (in Wu Han, China, and co-
established by Wu Han University of Technology and
NACOTA in 2006) and Transportation and Development
Institute of the ASCE (America Society of Civil and
Engineers). More sponsors in China will join the conference
in next few months.

Official Languages

The official languages will be Chinese and English for
presentations and papers. Papers to be accepted for
presentations and publications will appear in the conference
proceedings.

Contact Information

Please submit your abstracts or full papers to the conference
technical chair with the contact information shown below.

Conference Committees (NACOTA Side)

Dr. Jian John Lu (Chair), Professor

Transportation Group

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
University of South Florida

Tampa, Florida 33620, USA

Tel: 813-974-5817 (office)

Email: lu@eng.usf.edu

Dr. Ning Wu

Provatdozent Dr.-Ing.

Institute for Traffic Engineering
Ruhr University

1A 2/131 Ruhr-University Bochum
44780 Bochum, Germany

Tel: 0234 / 3226557

Fax: 0234 / 3214151

Email: ning.wu@rub.de
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Dr. Linbing Wang, Ph.D., Associate Professor
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

301N Patton Hall

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

Blacksburg, VA 24061
Tel: 540-231-5262
Fax: 540-231-7532

Email: wangl@vt.edu

Dr. Zhong-Ren Peng, Professor
Department of Urban Planning
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
PO Box 413

Milwaukee, W1 53201-0413

Tel: 414-229-5887

Email: zpeng@uwm.edu

99 Bl 2 1y

Dr. Junyi Zhang, Associate Professor
Transportation Engineering Laboratory,

Graduate School for International Development and

Cooperation

Hiroshima University

1-5-1 Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima, 739-8529, Japan
Phone/Fax: +81-82-424-6919

Email: zjy@hiroshima-u.ac.jp

Dr. Chia-Pei Zhou

Professor

Department of Civil Engineering
National Taiwan University
Taipei, Taiwan 10617

Tel: 02-23625920 x 302

Email: cpchou@ntu.edu.tw
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Dr. EricJ Pengkuan Ho, P.E.
+)

Gallop & #]

Tel: 301-838-0108 Fax: 301-838-0324
Email: ericpkho@aol.com

(T oy o ekt

Dr. RongFang Liu, (X1 2£ 751 1)
New Jersey Institute of Technology
Tel: 973-596-5884 Fax: 973-596-5790
Email: rliu@adm.njit.edu

HARREN

o

Prof. Chung. C. Fu (Co-Chair)
University of Maryland

Tel: (301) 405 2011
ccfu@eng.umd.edu

Dr. Huaguo Zhou, P.E (Co-Chair)
A 2 BLIR K2, T A I AT
Tel: 813-974-9809

Fax: 813-974-5168
zhou@cutr.usf.edu

Dr. Charles Liu
LENDIS Corporation
Tel: (703) 285 2486
ccliu@lendis.com

Mr. Jim Yin

Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments

Tel: (202) 962 3361
jyin@mwcog.org

Dr. Yingwu Fang, P.E.
VDOT

Tel: 301-762-6926
Ywfang99@yahoo.com
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B2 FA—3 Murphy's Laws

Murphy's Laws of Research
Questions

7
*

«» 1st Law of the Research Question : If
you have finalized your research
question, you don't understand the
literature.

+« 2nd Law of the Research Question :
Only when you have clarified your
research question will you discover a
large body of conflicting findings.

< 3rd Law of the Research Question :
Your study will only make sense as
long as your research question is hazy.

NACOTA Happenings

¢ Law of Inverse Self-Reward : The
more you enjoy your research, the less
data there is to support it.

Fallacy of the Library Researcher :
Somewhere there is a reference (the < 2nd Law of Research : If you think
"Ultimate Reference™) which will give
you a stunningly brilliant opening and
conclusion, tie your materials together < 3rd Law of Research : If you throw
and give you the premise for your first
book. ( The search for this kind of
thing has delayed dissertations for
years, and forced advisers to threaten
the student with bodily harm if the
search is not abandoned.)
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Murphy's Laws of Research

¢+ 1st Law of Research : If you think
of something new, it's been done.

something is important, no one else
will.

it away, someone else will publish
it, obtain a grant, write a book, and
get on the Oprah Winfrey show.

(Collected by Ming Zhang)
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Beijing BRT Company currently operates more than 90 buses.
According to Yan Yabin, Vice President of Beijing BRT Company,
Ltd., the major attraction of the new line is that it is convenient,
cheap, comfortable, and fast—taking 37 minutes to complete
what is usually a one-hour journey. The 18-meter buses are
equipped with an electronic stop announcement system and air
conditioning, which most regular city buses don't have. And the
buses' low entry step allows access for wheelchairs, a feature that
Beijing only recently began incorporating into city transport. "We
are trying to make BRT into 'luxurious sedans for common
residents,” Yan proclaimed, expressing his pride and confidence
in the new system.

What is BRT?

BRT uses recent technological
advances to significantly increase
the speed and convenience of bus
service. These features often
include:

- Dedicated bus lanes

- Priority at traffic signals

- Pre-paid ticketing

- Boarding platforms

- Fewer stops

- Real-time bus information
- Safer and more comfortable

Beijing Background
Statistics:

Population: 14 million
Area: 16,800 sq. km.
GDP Per Capita: 44,969
yuan or US$5,457 (2004)

Beijing developed China’s first Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) corridor. The first phase of 5-
km line started operation in December 2004.
Phase 11 completed at the end of 2005. The
16-kilometer, 17-stop route, dubbed
"Southern Axis BRT Line One," links eight
residential areas, with a total population of
200,000, and four bustling commercial
circles in the city's southern districts. The 16-
kilometer, 17-stop route, dubbed "Southern
Axis BRT Line One," links eight residential
areas, with a total population of 200,000, and
four bustling commercial circles in the city's
southern districts. In its two months in
service it has attracted overwhelming
ridership, with daily passenger flows
averaging around 80,000 commuters.
Officials originally expected the peak flow—
estimated at around 150,000 passengers per
day—to occur in 2007, but on the third day of
operation, ridership already neared 130,000.

Metro o
{
(

|
— )

¢ Second line connects the 2008 Olympic
Center;

e Complete 60 km BRT network by 2008;

¢ Develop a BRT network of 200 km in total;

¢ Increase the share of public transportation
to 40% by 2010 and 60 by 2020

(References: http://www.worldwatch.org/node/3891. Images from Kangmin Xu and Ming Zhang)
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Established in January 1996, NACOTA is a non-profit professional organization
with its members who work or study in the transportation or related fields in
North America and who are interested in the transportation development in
China. The main objectives of NACOTA include:

¢ Promote transportation development in China by providing technologies

and expertise through its members;

e Strengthen the links between transportation professionals and students in
North America and their counterparts in China;
¢ Promote networking among Chinese overseas transportation professionals

and students; and

o Disseminate information on transportation developments and major
Events in China to NACOTA members and partners in North America.

NACOTA has over 500 members and friends in North America, China, and other

parts of the world.

NACOTA Member News

e Prof. Zhong-Ren Peng, a Board member of NACOTA, has recently been
granted a National Science Foundation award entitled "A Geospatial
Semantic Web Framework for Feature-Level Data Search, Access,
Retrieval, Integration and Visualization: A Case of Transportation Network
Data" (NSF award # BCS-0616957) with his co-Pls Profs. Chuanrong

Zhang and Tian Zhao.

e Professor Xiaoduan Sun is chairing the Sub-Committee on Highway Safety
in Developing Countries under TRB ABE9O Committee on Transportation
in the Developing Countries. She is organizing a special session on the
topic in the forthcoming 2007 TRB annual meeting.

B By BT
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(973) 596-5884  rongfang.liu@njit.edu
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e Caliper Corp. (www.caliper.com)

o Citilabs (www.citilabs.com)

e JMW Engineering, Inc. (http://
www.jmwengineering.com/)

e The MITRE Corporation

e TranSmart (http://
www.trafficonline.com/)
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Ming Zhang
1 University Station, B7500
University of Texas at Austin
Austin, TX 78712, USA
TEL. 512-471-0139
FAX.: 512-471-0716
EMail: zhangm@mail.utexas.edu
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